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The one real crisis between Germany and England during the years from 1904 until 1914 occurred in the summer of 1911, and was due to the manner in which the German Foreign Office tried to settle the Moroccan dispute then pending between France and us. The Foreign Secretary of State at that time, von Kiderlen-Wachter, lacked political insight, particularly as regards the English. Moreover, he did much harm by his slovenly methods of business. It was at his suggestion that on July ist, 1911, the Chancellor dispatched the gunboat Panther to the Moroccan port of Agadir; and it was his fault that the British Government, which had demanded an explanation, was left in doubt and without an answer for several weeks. As a result Lloyd George delivered a speech on July 2ist that had been prepared by the Cabinet which warned Germany that in case of a challenge she would find British power on the side of France.
As I was just starting my summer holiday trip I received unofficial information of the dispatch of the Panther. That the naval minister should not be consulted in a naval affair of such world-wide importance betrayed certainly a lack of organization in the government. I was clear in my mind from the first minute that this demonstration on the Atlantic was a political blunder, and I was strengthened in my belief when I learned that England had not been consulted. If Kiderlen thought it was necessary to